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Philippine banana plantations
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Free market bananas



Fungal destruction



PLANTATION MODERNITY



The colonial plantation

“modern before the modern”
* Caribbean sugar

 Farm & factory
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* Labour specialization and discipline
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The colonial plantation

Who was to do the labour?
* interchangeable units of
homogeneous labour

° “abstract labour”

e alienated from the human being

DECKS OF A SLAVE SHIP.




The colonial plantation

What about the land?
e clear the land

e draw lines

bring in the cash crop

From complex ecosystem to units

of production

o

“abstract nature”




Alienation

Tsing (2015)
e torn from entanglements of being
* |and, labour, crop

* formula replicable & scaleable

Land investment boom today



Alienation... ?

* old and new entanglements

» refusing assigned roles (dissidence—
Callon 1986)

* interferes with project of plantation

modernity
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Slaves ran away, revolted, slacked on the job



Alienation... ?

* old and new entanglements

* refusing assigned roles (dissidence—
Callon 1986)

* interferes with project of plantation

modernity

Pests and diseases



TALES OF UNLIKELY PROTAGONISTS
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flying bananas killer fungus



How bananas learnt to fly

Former contract grower in front of house and packing plant



stop the flying!
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Warning at entrance of cooperative contract growers’ plantation



stop the flying!

Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quezon City

S0 —

¥

SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS
First Regular Session

House Bill No. 4582
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Introduced by TUCP Party-List
Rep. RAYMOND DEMOCRITO C. MENDOZA
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AN ACT
DECLARING BUYING OR SELLING OF EXPORTABLE CAVENDISH
BANANAS FROM CONTRACTED FARMS TO A NON-PARTY TO THE
CONTRACT AS ECONOMIC SABOTAGE, PRESCRIBING PENALTIES
THEREOF AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines
in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Short Title. — This Act shall be known as the "Exportable
Banana Anti-Pole Vaulting Act”

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. — It is the policy of the State to promote the
productivity and quality of the agriculture sector particularly the banana export
industry and to protect the subsisting marketing contract between banana
companies, their growers and farmers from unscrupulous traders and
exporters, who by their seasonal entry in the Philippines, makes illegal

“Anti-Pole Vaulting” legislation in the making



vet...

‘What we pack there, we sell palupad. Every week, often a

majority of what we produce’

Field notes 2016



vet...

Healthy banana plant with 4+ “functional leaves”



One of many small packing plants
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Growers sell to many different brands and buyers



Fluctuating price on the ‘spot market’ vs ‘stable contract price’ at coop X (2015-2016)
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flying bananas killer fungus



a modern banana
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Modern plantation management in the Philippines



a friendly fungus...

Musa acuminata ssp. malaccensis



Wturns a killer

Fusarium oxysporum f.sp. cubense tropical race 4



...and feasts on Cavendish

Banana plant affected by fusarium wilt



fight the fungus!
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Bansna farms. ‘Wwith five
¥ Percent and be] i i
infection per one (1) hectare are tarmy o oW Fusarium Wit (Foc
Maximum of Ono Hundred (100) m
hectareffarmer;
proper aradication protacol must be followed;
Eradication will start upon validation of the plant Pathologist;
ation shall be borne by the grower: ang
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er the era ation and
igned In the ares.
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Banana farms with five percent (5%)

and belew Foc infecti
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Ton (10) packs of Trichodorms harzianuimimat of Foc Infected banana
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Maximum of One Thousand (1,000} packs of Trihe an
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& Abandoned banana farms due to Foc infection; and
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thrive with the fungus?

Poe Sate
TISSUE CULTURED
BANANA sssoum;§

TEL#233-2930 Cel=09162322143/09999016586
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Resistant varieties, rehabilitation and changing land use/control



new (more-than-human) alliances?

Use of endophytes for fusarium management



new (more-than- human) alllances?
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Organic farming?



futures?

Fusarium wilt TR4 — a shared global challenge
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World Banana Forum 2017 — What to do about fusarium wilt TR4?




IMAGINING
A POST-PLANTATION ?



post-plantation ?

* what?
* not capitalist alienation, managerial power, and anthropocentric control
* embracing of more-than-human entanglements, encounters and surprise

* always “post-plantation” already — no golden formula

* why?
* whatis at play
* ‘arts of noticing’ (Tsing 2015)

» grow differently - more cooperative — more engaging

* in practice?



Thank you

Robin Thiers (UGent, Belgium)
robin.thiers@ugent.be

See Thiers, R. (2017, online), ‘Flying bananas’ in Journal of Peasant Studies



