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Philippine	banana	plantaIons	



Free	market	bananas	



Fungal	destrucIon	



PLANTATION	MODERNITY	



The	colonial	plantaIon	

“modern	before	the	modern”	

•  Caribbean	sugar	
•  Farm	&	factory	

•  Time-conscious	

•  Labour	specializaIon	and	discipline	
(Mintz	1985)	



The	colonial	plantaIon	

Who	was	to	do	the	labour?	

•  interchangeable	units	of	
homogeneous	labour	

°	“abstract	labour”	

•  alienated	from	the	human	being	



The	colonial	plantaIon	

What	about	the	land?	

•  clear	the	land		
•  draw	lines	
•  bring	in	the	cash	crop	
•  From	complex	ecosystem	to	units	

of	producIon	

°	“abstract	nature”	



AlienaIon	

Tsing	(2015)	

•  torn	from	entanglements	of	being	

•  land,	labour,	crop	
•  formula	replicable	&	scaleable	

Land	investment	boom	today	



AlienaIon...	?	

•  old	and	new	entanglements	

•  refusing	assigned	roles	(dissidence–
Callon	1986)	

•  interferes	with	project	of	plantaIon	
modernity	

Slaves	ran	away,	revolted,	slacked	on	the	job	



AlienaIon...	?	

•  old	and	new	entanglements	

•  refusing	assigned	roles	(dissidence–
Callon	1986)	

•  interferes	with	project	of	plantaIon	
modernity	

Pests	and	diseases	



TALES	OF	UNLIKELY	PROTAGONISTS	

flying	bananas	 killer	fungus	



How	bananas	learnt	to	fly		

Former	contract	grower	in	front	of	house	and	packing	plant	



stop	the	flying!	

Warning	at	entrance	of	cooperaIve	contract	growers’	plantaIon	



stop	the	flying!	

“AnI-Pole	VaulIng”	legislaIon	in	the	making	



yet...	

‘What	we	pack	there,	we	sell	palupad.	Every	week,	oien	a	

majority	of	what	we	produce’	

Field	notes	2016	



yet...	

Healthy	banana	plant	with	4+	“funcIonal	leaves”	



yet...	

One	of	many	small	packing	plants	



yet...	

Growers	sell	to	many	different	brands	and	buyers	



yet...	

FluctuaIng	price	on	the	‘spot	market’	vs	‘stable	contract	price’	at	coop	X	(2015-2016)	



TALES	OF	UNLIKELY	PROTAGONISTS	

flying	bananas	 killer	fungus	



a	modern	banana	

Modern	plantaIon	management	in	the	Philippines	



a	friendly	fungus...	

Musa	acuminata	ssp.	malaccensis	



...turns	a	killer	

Fusarium	oxysporum	f.sp.	cubense	tropical	race	4	



...and	feasts	on	Cavendish	

Banana	plant	affected	by	fusarium	wilt	



fight	the	fungus!	

Good	pracIces	–	quaranIne	and	eradicaIon	



thrive	with	the	fungus?	

Resistant	varieIes,	rehabilitaIon	and	changing	land	use/control	



new	(more-than-human)	alliances?	

Use	of	endophytes	for	fusarium	management	



new	(more-than-human)	alliances?	

Organic	farming?	



futures?	

World	Banana	Forum	2017	–	What	to	do	about	fusarium	wilt	TR4?	



IMAGINING	

	A	POST-PLANTATION	?	



post-plantaIon	?	

•  what?	

•  not	capitalist	alienaIon,	managerial	power,	and	anthropocentric	control	

•  embracing	of	more-than-human	entanglements,	encounters	and	surprise	

•  always	“post-plantaIon”	already	–	no	golden	formula	

	

•  why?	

•  what	is	at	play		

•  ‘arts	of	noIcing’	(Tsing	2015)	

•  grow	differently	-	more	cooperaIve	–	more	engaging	

•  in	pracIce?	
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See	Thiers,	R.	(2017,	online),	‘Flying	bananas’	in	Journal	of	Peasant	Studies		


